OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MANN
ATIORNEY GENERAL

Honorable Thomas D. Broad, Becretary-Treasurer
State Board of Architectural Examiners

Burt Building
Dallas, Texas (\
Doear 8irs Opinion No. 0-3 ﬁa
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following questioni

- ™o wish a rulmg}on <the se £ the title
fArchiteot.! Section
istration lLaw defjﬁes the\use ¢ the title

fArchitect,!

*A cas m, ha.z.\e brovght to our
attention :xlﬁoh tleme or Abilens, Texas,
entitle themsedlves Euehaa 0lds, Architects-

Engineera. \Mr. \Hughes is a)registered architect
and wg\unders‘ta\nd\ that HMr. 0lds is a registered

ineex, AN \h//
7 -4 reql th:}t title they are using is 1l-

legal as it implies that both are architects and
\goth engineersy We would 1like to advise them what
orr . of title would be legal for them. There is a
f\a noe 4f opinion about this among the members
of gﬁf‘d,/ therefore, ve would 1like your legal
Mterpretat,ton.
~_

section 11 of Article 249a, Vernon's Annotated Civil
Statutes, reads, in pert, as followst
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Honorable Thomas D. Broad, Secretary-Treasurer, Page 2

"Seo. 11. Any person, or firm, vho for a
fee or other direct compensation therefor, shall
engage in the planning, or designing, or supervis-
ing the construction of buildings to bHe erected
or altered in this State, by or for other persons
than themselves, as a profession or business, and
shall represent or advertise themselves as archi-
tocts, architectural designers, or other title of
profession or business using sone form of the word
‘architect, ! shall be considered as practicing the
profession of architecture in this State, and gshall
be required to ¢omply vith the provisions of this
Act; and no person or flrm shall engage in or cone-
duct the practice of architecture as aforesaid in
this 8tate unless & registrstion certificate orx
certificates therefor have been duly issued to such
person or the members of such firm as provided for
by this Act, and po firm or partnership shall en-
gage in, or conduct, the practice of architecoture
as aforesald within this 8tate exocept dy and through
persons to wvhom reglstration certificates have been
duly 1ssued, and vhich cextificates are in full ef-
fect; but nothing in this Act shall prevent drafta-
men, students, clerks of work, superintendents, or
other amployees or assistants of those legally prac-
ticing architecture under registration certificates
as herein provided for, from acting under the in-
struction, control, or supervision of such regis-
tered architeots."

Section 1 of Article 3271la, Vernon's Annotaged Civil
Statutes, privides:

"Section 1. That in order to safeguard life,
health, and property, any person practicing or of-
fering to practice the profession of engineering
as hereinafter defined shall hereafter de required
to submit evidence that he is qualified 8o to prac-
tice and shall be registered as hereinafter provided;
and it shall be unlawful for any person to practice
or offer to practice the profession of engineering
in this state, or to use in connection wvith his name
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or otherwvise sssums, use or advertliss any title
or desoription tending to donvey the I
e 1s

& professione ne o
erson had been duly re Is%orod or exsmptad under

® _provisions o 8 ACT, erscor ours

It vill be noted that under Section 1l of Article
250a a "firm ® % @ yho & # # ghall & & ® pepresent or advertise
themselves as architects, architectural designers, or other
title of profession or business using some form of the vord
'architect,' shall be considered as practioing the profession
of architecture in this State, and shall be required to com-
ply vith the provisions of this Act; and no person or fim
shall engage in or conduct the practice of architecture as
aforesaid in this State unless a registration certificate or
certificates therefor have been duly issued to such person or
the members of such fim as provided for by this Act, and no
firm or partnership shall engage in, or conduct, the practice
of architecture as aforesaid vihin this 8tate excegt by and

_thro ersons to vhom regiatration certificates have been
Ty %sauea, and woion ooi%IfIéana are in full elfect; ¥ ¥ &

{Underscoring ours)

Under the facts as wve understand them the only per-
son prasticing the profession of architecture in the case you
have presented is the duly licensed architect and this 1is
precisely in accordance vith the provisions of the Seotion
above quoted that "no fimm or partnership ® & # ghall practice
# & & architecture ® & & gxcept by and through persons to
vhom registration certificates have been duly issued.”

Seotion 11 simply ralses & preaumgtion that by using
the term "architect™ a firm is practicing "architecture™ and
it 1s required that this profession be practiced only by the
member of the firm duly licensed to practice it,.

In interpreting Section 1 of Article 327la, Vernon's
Annotated Civil 3tatutes, this department held in opinion No.
0-1901 (conference opinion No. 310l1) that "The Legislature has
not seen fit to deny, in specific language, to anyone the right
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Honorable Thomas D. Broad, Page %

to advertise himaself simply as an ‘'engineer,' and that e
person is not guilty as a matter of lav of violating the
provisions of Article 327la, Vernon's ‘nnotated Civil
Statu?ga, vhen he advertises himself simply as an 'engi-
neer.

In the absence of a shoving that a membegr of
the firm not licensed as such is holdi.nq himself out as
a "professional engineer" or "arohiteot” (or practioing
such professions), it 1s our opinion and you are advised
that it 13 not unlevful for & firm to call itself "A &
B - Architecta - Engineers™ when Mr. "A" is a registered
professional engineer and Nr. "B is & duly licenmsed
architeot.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

SEP 4, 1941 -
By *—0 M

FIRST AS3I3TANT / emes D, Smullen
ATTORNEY GENERAL Aagistant

SBfe

JD3teJ

4

APPROVED

COFINION
COMMITTRE

BY
QMATRMANMN



